- 


LAR 


* 


NN 
2 
fa 
ho 
< 
2 
— 
fa 
as 
— 
2 
O 
[af 


BY 
Maſter HAIR RIS. 


3417. 


Pſal 


The Righteous cry and the Lord heareth and 


delinereth them out of all their troubles. 


LONDON. 


83 To the Reader. 


His Sermon ( thus 
made vp with mine 
4Y!] owne and others 

notes) I now ſub- 


Cenſure, for ſubſtãce, 
I yeclde heere is no 
more then what was deliuered, whether 
no leſſe I haue not now to ſay, for cir- 
cumſtance (Iyeeld to the allegation) I ac- 


knowledge it ſeaſonable. The times ſhall 


cuer bee cleared by prayer whenſoeuer 
they looke ſadly vpon vs. Our Brethren 


abroadcry ſtil in the Churches words. The 75. 510. 


harveſt is paſt, and the Summer is ended, and we are 
not bolpen, and wee (me thinks ) ſhould add 
with leremie verſe 21. Tam fore vexed for the 


ment bath taken me; Is there no balme at Gilead Oc, 
At home, hovvſoeuer the Lord hath beene 
gracious to Vs in the ſcarcitie, yet We may 
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mit to Authority and 


hurt of the daughter of my pe ple, Tam heauie,aftonſh- 
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Hag. 2. 20. in moſt places, 
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ther ſence, Is the ſeede yet nth 
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as yet the Trees haue not beewe deliuere.1 of 1 
then? Looke into the 5 /Pſabne; and thou 
ſhalt find that it is the Lord that finds both 
ground and ſeede, that giues both growth 
and ripening to the Corne, and therefore 
Wn $199 Waite vpon him with our pre- 
ſents of praiſe & prayer, this were enough 
to make vs pray, but this is the [caſt of ma- 


ny motiues, for Reader thou ſeeſt the times, 


the World is now all eare and tongue, the 
moſt giuen with the Athenians to little cls 
then to heare and tell newes, (vncertaine 
newes, the Authour of all lies as his Maie- 
ſtie hath told vs) the reſt are willing ul 
to heare, and to heare Gods Truth, not Fa- 


bles, and therein they doe but as S. Iames ' 


would haue them, ſo as they would add 


doing to hearing as hee commaunds. But 


alas, whilſt we only profeſſe and diſcourſe 


of Religion, we driue the practiſe of Reli- 
gion out of the world, as one too iuſtly 
complaines. It is lamentable to conſider 
the little vic that is made of Gods Ordinan- 
ces in molt places; Preachers too often (I 
5 tremble 


* — — 


m_—_—M _—_—__———E_x * — * 
9 4 


p * b 'Þ CEE "EF. "0 : . 1 * bu * 
5 | = e 
to the Na = 
| * 1 = 
. * { - - "S «FT 
. | * NN | 34 
£ - . * f 


les, on till they be ſpent, and then a 
freſh is called for, in the meane the world 
ies ſtill and thinks to be ſaued for hearing. 
Neader, Mourne for this, weepe for this, for 
this boades a Iudgement, the Lord will rec- 
kon for the blood of his Prophets ſpent as 
well as ſhed. To theſe reaſons, it will not 
be hard for thee to add more, looke within 
thee, and round about thee and ſo ſtirre vp 
thy ſelfe to this exerciſe of Prayer, an exer- 
cle ¶ I can aſſure thee) of vnſpeakable 
_ ſtrength and comfort, an exerciſe without 
which thou canſt not liue, and by which 


7 thou mayeſt liue in the mouth-of; deaths 
Belceue it, wert thou in an eſtate, more de- 
ſperate then death, in a place worſe then 
hell, yet if there thou couldeſt pray truely, 
thou ſhouldſt find comfort and ſtrength 
beyond hope, for Prayer is better then our 
hopes, and yet God is better to vs then our 
ayer. Firſt, for that which is publique, 
follow him who was no time: ſerver, make. 
no ſmall account of publique prayers. Se- 
condly, for priuat, pauſe before thou ſpcak, 
remember who „ i would 
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The Epiſtle LENS, 
not deliuer an Oration to a Prince ex tems! 
re and ſodaindly, it will not become vs to 
open our mouths raſhly before our maker, 
ſecondly, keepe touch with God: firſt, for 
extraordinary and incidental occaſions, be 
ſure to keepe thy ſelfe in ſuch a ſtate and 
condition of ſoule, as that euer thou canſt 
recollect thy ſelfe, and call in all the povv- 
ers of ſoule for this buſineſſe vpon a ſhort 
warning: ſecondly, for ordinary times, fo 
neare as may bee, faile not of thine houre, 
when the Clocke ſtrikes the Schollar runs 
to his booke, thou muſt to God leauing al, 
there tender thy ſelfe, though not al waies 
alike fit, and ſo be in the way and place of 
preferment, if words will not come, 'figh, 
God heares the ſighung of his priſoners if thou canſt 
not ſigh, breath, God hath an care for that, 
Lan 3:56. Howeuer, there be, there ſtand, 
and the child that ſtands before his father 
and appcares in his place at ſupper.time 
with his trencher in his hang cell with 
hiscouncenance, and ſpeeds accordingly: 
he was wife who ſaid, they pray not alto 
* gether of faſhion, who ſee their infirmitie 
in praying and are grieued for ir; the worſt 

On Prayers 


Wines, to the Reader. 41 
prayers that wee makelto our one fence 
Imcane) ſpeede euer beſt, and then wee 
pray moſt happily, when wee ariſe moſt 
humbled. b gurarts vil 
Thirdly, when thou haſt prayed, do not 
as children ho neuer looke after their ar 
row 3 but as Daniell cap. g. i. take notice of 
thine enlargements in prayer and of thy 
ſucceſſe after, write downertimeand place 
as the Prophet doth, and fo helpe thy ſelfe 
in future times by former experiments L 
ſee this Porch growes wide, and therefore 
I wil conclude, ifthou be acquainted with 
prayer, thou · knoweſt there is more im it 
then can be expreſſed, if thou bee not ac- 
quainted, grow acquainted, and thou ſhalr. 
find me true, if thou wanteſt furtheſt mo- 
tiues and directions, I commend. ( in this 
haſt) to thee who art but a poore Englith 
priuate man. Firſt, for the promiſes(where- 
of the heart muſt chew before prayer) the 
Treatiſe of. faith. ſecondly, for motiues, the 
Epiſtle to the key Heauen. thirdly, for caſes of 
Conſcience and directions after prayer, 2. 
Treatiſes on Epbe 6. vid the ſpiritual A mcur, and 
now after directions and exhortations, 
what remaines but practiſe, in ſtead of o- 
thers 
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chers prailing and encerc 
lines do thou pray, pray for thy S 
for his ſecede, for the Churches, ſor thy ſ 
for thy charge, and vſe no more words a- 
oain{t mens: ſinnes, then thou wilt make 
prayers for their ſoules in ſecret, if thou 
wilt haue comfort in thy wordes : Thus 
much of this; Novy Reader to thee, if cheſe 
plaine notes paſſe the Preſſe, knovy that I 
neither did entẽd their publiſhing before I 
reached them, nor can intend notwith- 

ding theirrefining ſince ; if the world 
may E by them, or by any thing 
I can doe, I haue enough, onely I deſire 
mercy and equitie from my friends, thoſe 
notes of mine which they haue, Iwill my 
ſelfe (after my publique Miniſterie) now 
ſhortly reviſe, let no man dos ſo ill an of- 
fice . to thruſt out 2 _ 1 with- 
out their privitie, eſpecially his, who can 
doc nothing worthy this Age: 15 
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Acts 12. 6. 7. ; 


And when Herod would have brought him forth, the 
Same night Peter was ſleeping between two ſouldiers, 
bound with two chaines; and the Keepers before the 

| doore, kept the priſon. | 

And behold the Angell of the Lord came vpon him, and 
a light (bined in the priſon: and hee ſmote Peter s 


l theſide,and raiſed him vp, ſaying ; Ariſe up quickly 
4 And his chaines fell off 222 Ov. | | ; 
| ER E is a ſtorie of Peters, 
$ 1, Impriſonment. 2.En- 


largement + With the 
cauſe of the one, and 

meanes of the other. He- 

rod having vexed ſome, 
ſlaine a ſecond, now com- 

mits the third; and all 

this to gratiſie the Iewes. 
Peter thus committed, is bailed by the Church or 
rather remooved and freed by petition; they pray 
heartily for him, in the 5. verſe, and they ſpeed as 

* B = happily 


—— 
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praying, God givcs in 
the priſoner them. The manner ot his 
delivery is here reported, and chat was very ſirange, 
beyond Herods purpoſe, the priſoners expectation, 
the Keepers meaning, all mens hopes: Herod held F 
his purpoſe he had begun, and the next morning 
he meant an end of him, Peter had made his con- 
cluſion to morrow ( thinkes he) ( for meſſages paſt 
betweene him and the Church, which ſpent this 
night in Prayer for him, and therefore knew the 
danger) I muſt be put to it, therefore Iwill ſtreng- 
then my ſelſe to night: The Keepers ſtood vpon 
their guard, and reſolved that no Peter ſhould paſſe 
them: yet is Peter delivered, and how I pray you? 
God temoues all impediments, for nothing was in 
readineſſe. F 

Firſt, for man, entrance was there none, therefore 
God ſends an Angell, and there was no {top againſt: 
him. | | | 

Next, in the darke, it was hard to find which was 
which; God directs an Angell to him, and hee 
comes vpon him, and miſſès not the man, though - 
bound to the ſame chaine with two others, as in 
ſrict 88 they vſed to doe. 
Thirdly, they were in the dare, and that was il! 
for noyſe ; The Angell brings his darke lanthorne 
with him, and ſdinesto Peter and none elſe. | 
Fourthlyzthe priſoner can doe little for himſelfe, . 
he is aſlerpe, the Angell waler him; he is 4d, the 
Angell raiſes him, he is amazed, the Angell direct; 
him; he is bound, the Angell vnties him; hee 
knowes not wherebe is, the Angell RIS 
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Peters Enlargement. ''F 
is to paſſe through ſundry difficulties, the Angell 
conducts him OT. 4. 20.21 and ſo diſmiſſes 
him. 

Wee will vie no more words about a plaine Sto- 
5 rie, but acquaint you with our meditations: they 
containe the ſucceſſe of the Churches prayers; they 
prayed for Peter, the Angell thereupon is ſent to Pe- 
ter : where ſee; 1. How the Angell findes him: 2. 
How the 4ngell delivers him. 
| For the ſirſl, he findes him ſleching, in the midſt 

of feares and focs : From whence was this ſleepe, 
was it worldly ſorrow that cauſed it, or was it cat« 
nall ſecuritie ? 

Anſw. In doubtfull things charitie ſuppoſes the 
beſt. 3 ſo ſhould we, worldly ſorrow caules fleepe, 
but how? when it ĩs not extreame, and that fleepe 
is ioyned with ſtarting: carnall ſecuritie will cauſe 
ſleepe, but why ſhould we charge Peter with that at 
this time; his ſleepe came from a better cauſe, he 

or 


was at peace with God, he had the Churches p 
ers for him, the cauſe for him, his conſcience 
him, God and his Angels for him; he could die 
but once, and for one death hee was prepared: 
hence his boldnes before, Chapters 4. and 5, hence 
his confidence, here he reſolued with Dauid, 7 will 
day me downe and ſleepe, and withall, God gave reſt 
to his beloued, as it is in the Pſalmes, reſt more then 
ordinary to his minde, to his body: hence the An- 
. awake him, and _ awaked, he 
is not terriſied, as a guiltie perſon would haue beene 
in this caſe: doe then bur conſider, 1. The man. 
2: His behaviour in like caſes, 3. The time and 
ne B 2 circum- 
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| Peters Enlargement. 7 
eircumſtances. 4. The exerciſes of the Church for 
him. 5. The meſſenger, and meſſage (ent to him. 
6. The manner of his behaviour when he is awa- 
ked, and you will (ce that his fleepe grew not from 
diſtemper, but from ſtrength of faith and comfort. 
Nou to the Points. 
Dod. 1. Where firſt from the order, fee the power of 
ioynt prayers, they beare dou ne all before them, 
and prevaile in heaven and earth, as the Word that 
comes from heaven, proſpers in the thing where- 
vnto it is ſent 3 ſo the word that goes to heaven, 
the prayers of the Church ſtrike vp to God, there 
they lie at his gates, and never will away without 
the ir errand, and when they are anſwered. then they 
come downe with authoritie, and raigne over all 
impediments below, witneſſe this Story: Peter is 
committed, the perſecuters are reſolute, the ſoes 
many, the friends few , meanes none but God, to 
God the Church goes; the enemies plotte, the 
Church prayes; they ſhut the priſon doores, the 
Church opens heavens doores; ſo ther's old tug- 
ging for the N but the Church winnes him. 
30d, to let them ſee what prayers bee, ſends him 
to them while they are ab there, ſaith God 
(ifyou will take no deniall) there he is z thereby 
pointing us to the meanes of his deliverance: we 
— not many my for prooſe 1 _ | 
her of one righteous man prevailes much; if o 
— twentie what of an hundred / and 
he inſtances in Elyah, Hee alone could open and ſbus 
heaven, then well may many open and ſhut priſons 
on earth: nay adde further, the ioyut prayers of. 
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Eſay 35. 


James 5, 


126400 


Peters Er 5 
vabelcevers and hypocrites haue done much:when 
heatheniſh Niziuze faſtod and prayed, God heard; Jonah 3. 
when falſe Rehoboam humbled himſelfe and his: Chron. 13. 
people, God was intreated; how much more ſhall 
the faichfull prayers of the Church prevaile, pre- 
vaile (I fay ) both for the preventing and removing 
evils, andobcaiging and keeping of good things: 

What ſhall we 1nſtance the life of 4/a, 12hoſaphat, 
Hezekiah, when was it otherwiſe, when did the 
Church of God euer ioyne in a common petition 
to God but they ſped ? no inſlance to the contrary, 
No marvell, this exerciſe is well grounded and Rev. 1. 
warranted, it hach the warrant of a Precept: 1. Pray Iames 3. 
for one another; call vpas me. 
2: The warrant of a promiſe, J will deliuer thee, PL 30. 
3. The warrant of experience, never any yet v- 
ſed it but they prevailed. 
Prayers are preſents very welcome to God, he N. 
fers them to all ſacrifices, being immediate wor- 
ſhips of his Maieſtie; Let me heare thy voyce it is 
22 No father loues the voyce of his children, 
ike as God loues the voyce of his Church; Tis his Cant. 2. 26. 
muſicke and per fume. Rev. 5.8; 
3 · The parties are very deare who tender them, Reg 3. 
God loues his Church above all creatures, he gaue 
his Sonne for her, and therefore her ſutes ſnall haue 
acceptance: Let me ſee thy fate,its comely 3 Eſther ne- Cant. 2. 16. 
ver pleaſed Abaſueroſb ſo well, as the Church plea- 
ſeth Chriſt. 19909 | 
4+ Tho parties from and through whom they N. 
| arc preſented, pleaſe: They are indited and abbet- 
ted by the holy Ghoſt, Ram. 8. tendred-by Chriſt Rem. 8. 
loeſus 
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| Peters. Enlargement. 
leſus, and ſhallcheſe be denyed? adde tothis: * * 
J. The party to hom they are directed, to God, 

who is all truth, mercy, grace, wiledome, power, 
and (hall not theſe prevaile ? Prayers ſer God on 
worke, and all in God, his wiſedome, his power, 
his Angels, and hat then can hinder? 

Looke backward, and call to mipde your ſinne 
this day, lee, many a Peter hath beene in priſon, and 
prayers were not made by the Church ; many a 
member ſicke, and prayers were not made by the 
Elders; yea many a Church diſtreſſed, Bohemia al- 
flicted, the Palatinate and Paltoline diſtreſſed, yet 
we did not pray; the enemy could curſe, but wee 


did not pray, and thereſore how iuſtly might God. 


diſtreſſe and leaue vs deſlitute of his helpe, and the 
Churches prayers? se dae 
2. Looke forward, and preſerue and improue 
this your intereſt in God, let no Peter, no Preacher, 
no Chriſlian, no neighbour lie in the chaines by 
you Gvhether in the chaines ofſickneſſe, or pover- 
tie, or debt, or paine, or ſinne, or n ) but 
doe you reprinc him: you haue a key that will open 
any xt, a medicine that will hea 


0 any wound, a 
weapon that will prevaile in any place; draw this 
weapon, vie this medicine: if men be ſicke, pray 
them whole; 
them merry. ; 
But is: this ſo eaſily. done ? yes verily by the 
whole Church; as it is forthe outward eſtate when' 
one is very poore, it is hard for two or three to ſet 
him vp againe, but nothing for a thouſand; and 
when one is in a pit, it is much for oneʒ but not fo 
FP many 


if poore, pray them rich; if ſad, pray 
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Peters Enlargement. 


many to pull him out: ſee here, it is long of vs that 
men lie ſo long vnder their burdens, would wee 
ioyntly commend them to God, our prayers would 
take, mens chaines would off, true ſpirituall |, 
'* chaines : Why if ſo, were it not worth the while? 4% 
what, may wee eaſe our brethren of temptations, of 8 
paſſions, of luſts, and will wee not? But for out- 
ward croſſes, ſaith not Saint James, let the prayers 
ofthe Church heale the ſicke; ſaith not the ſtory, 
the prayers of the Church procured Peters liberty ? 
But ſay they bee not alwayes delivered? yet it is 0. 
good to get the croſles mitigated, ſanRitied, weet- n+ 
ned, and ſomething will be done if wee pray; doe 
this then or nothing: perhaps you will excuſe o- 
ther negligences, you would viſit your ſicke neigh- 
bour, but you queſtion, his diſeaſe, your welcome; 
u would relieue your poore neighbours, but you 

aue it not; why there is no Chriſtian man but hee 
kath an intereſt in God, a ſpirit of prayer; lift vp a 
prayer ſorthy brethren, if thou canſt doe nothing 
elſe, and this will doe thee and him good, prayer 
in this caſe for others, is a cleerer evidence of grace, 
then for our ſelues. 

Here is comfort and encouragement, comfort 
for our ſelues, if members of the Church, if wee 
bleede with her, if we pray for her, if wee ſay, 7f 7 

forget thee, O leruſalem, then let my right hand forget 
her cunning: the comfort is great, wee haue that 
which Saint Paul thirſted for, the prayers of the 
Church; and this is a priviledge worth ten worlds, 
and a comfort beyond all apprehenſion, when a 
man lookes round about him and can fay, there is 


2 towne, I haue ſome prayers there, there is ano»  _ 
cher, I haue ftocke going there, nay in every hire, wed | 
euery nation, ſome that bee enlarged when I am | 
barren, ſome quickened when I am dull, and 1 1 
am an adventurer in the Churches ſhippe, I haue a I 
ſtock? in her treaſure, and an intereſt in her prayersz | 
this keepes the head abouc water, and preſerues 
from {in ing. Nn 
4. For encouragement, to pray ſor the Church, 
would Gods people enter into a holy league, and 
rye themſelues in their ſeverall cloſers, to ſpend fo 
muchtime weekely, or dayly in prayer, for ſome 
particular perſon, or place, Church, or Nation; 
I wonder how * ſhould wn; _ mee — * 
ver the Churches ioynt prayers did ever miſ- carry, 
or proue 2 tio whes place, in what caſe, for : 
what people? prayers haue beene made for men out Y i 
of the Church, and have ſped, witne ſſe Vinivie; for 1 
men in the Church (good men, bad men) and 
haue ſped; prayers haue beene made by Land, and 
haue prevailed; on the Scas by Janab, and haue 
ſped they haue prevailed vnder the earth, in dens, 
and dungeons, and caues; prayers haue been made 
for ſicke men and haue holpe them, for aying 
men, for poore men, for captiues, for priſoners, a 
haue holpen; for men againſt perſecution, againſt 
temptation, againſt ſorrow, againſt beaſls, againſt 
men, againſt divels: prayers haue beene omnipo- 
tent heretofore, why not now? ig 
08. Ob. Why now, if we were as others, Gods hand 
( wee knowe ) is not ſhortened, his eare not heavie; 
but our ſinnes, our crying ripe ſinnes, binder good 


things from vs? 


* 


Peters Enlargement. 
Anſ. Why therefore ſet againit thoſe ſinnes by Aw; 
prayer, on e me en oe mens, 
out-cry t | 
. O6. Oh but they cry loud. O06. 
: Anſ. Let prayer hath the ſtronger voyce, the 4 
„ bloodof Chriſt ſpeakes better thing then bloody . 
fins, &c. Let Sodome yeeld ten holy men, and ſhee 12 f. 
, James . 
ſhall r one Eij ah ſtand vp for Rifte-nec- Amos 7.1.2, 
ked Iſraell, and one Amos plead for rebellious Iu- 
dah, and God will ſhew mercy, 

0b. True indeed, if we had ſuch asthey,butour 0. 
prayers are weake and faint, 

Anſi 1. They were men ſubic to like paſhons. , e ; 
2. The prayer of the righteous is prevailing, 3. 
Theſe: here mentioned were new converts, yet pre- 
vailed with God for Peter. 

0b. Oh but here the whole Church ioyned: if 94, 
all Iſraci might meete from Dan to Beerſbeba, there 
might be ſome hope. | 
Anſ. We may, and doe more then theſe might; As/; 
1. we may meet in publique aſſemblies euery Sab- 
bath: 2. theſe were but few that lived in the darke, 
and met in the night, and in Heſfers time in their 
ſeverall families, and the whole State was then a- 
gainſt the truth, and againſt the Scriptures, and all 
religion was diſgraced; yet then they prevailed, 
much more we now. | 

Ob. But now it is too late, many Churches a- gg, 
broad be quite ſcattered, many men at home haue 
their backs and hearts quite broken, with wants, 
temprations, diſcouragements, 
Anſ, Whileſt God cals in his word, itis not too 
E late, 
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Peters Enlargement. -. 
late, God is vſed to ſee men ſinking before he ſets 
in, their extremitie is his opportunitie; when Peter 
is within one night ot the (word, then is his time. 
o. Ob, But I haue waited, and (ee no ſucceſſe: 
Av, 0 Anſw. So did the Church, they pray for Peter 
this weeke, the next, and the next, the doores be 
' ſtil] nut, the chaines be ſtill on z wellnow they haue 
Gen, 12. hut one night more to waite, they waite that, but 
ere morning all is wonne: Ifthen we haue but one 
day, one night, one houre to ſpend; hope, pray 
waite, that day, that night, that houre, God will 
be ſeene in the mount: deliycrance ſhall come if 
prayer goc on the errandʒ it ever was ſo,cver ſhall be 
P, diſpbte not but beleeueʒ here is who prayes and 
ſpeakes not, & there is too that ſpeakes, Who prayes 
not; if thou wilt pray, thou muſt open thy needs to 
God, as thy Father, through Chriſt, God · man as thy 
e Gpgthe bar ay» — 
of thy prayers: if thou wilt pray, thy heart muſi h 
Plat.66. 48. 1 · mptied of purpoſes of ſinne [2.brokeneg.pu ed 
from guile by faith; which faith muſt then work 
Pll.86.9, before thou beginneſt; ſay with Dauid, I will call, 
And the 56:9. and God will anſwer evee 3 and when thou haſt done 
conclude, I have ſpoken, and ſhall in due time 
manner be anſwered ; thus doe, and be ſure that 
thou neither begin nor end a lawfull petition. (of 
ſuch onely we ſpeake) before thou art aware, let 
faith enter thy ſute, and cad, and ſubſcribe ir, and 
thou prevaileſt. N for ac 
Now to particulars. 8 3 
How findes the Angell Peter? Sure he cannot ſleepe 
this night, being vpon his life to marrow, and 1 
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all likelihood knowing of it by the Church, how- 
ſoever, not ſure of liſe one day to an end, but like e- 
nough ts be ſent ſor at an houres warning, as John 
Baptiſts head was. Notwithſtanding all this, Peter 
ſleeps as ſoundly as ever in his liſe, and wakes with 
out terrourg whence was this, from corruption ? 
no; from naturall courage? no, when Peter was 
younger, and therefore naturally bolder, he was a 
diſtard: whence then? conſider the reaſons before, 
and it will be found, that it was from ſpeciall com- 
fort and confidence in God, which comfort moſt 
attends priſons and perſecutions : here. ſee the 
firength of ſpiricuall peace and comfort. 

The Lord hath comforts for his children, that Doct. 4. 
will quiet and ſupport them in any fearcs & ſtraits, 
his conſolations will make a man ſleepe without a 
bed; live almoſt without ſoule : They will make 
one bold in danger, quiet in trouble, liue in the 
iawes of death: The ioy of the Lord is ſtrong, ſaith Nehe. 8. 
Nehemiah, ſtrong indeed that will carry a man over 
all: Peter had a firong heart, that can thus ſleepe, 
thus wake, that can looke vpon Chaines, vpon Pri- 
ſons, vpon Tyrants, vpon Torments, vpon Angels; 
(good and bad) and never breake his ſleepe for the | 
matter. Pauls ioyes were ſtrong, that made him ſing At. 18, 
in the ſtoctes: Davids ſaith ſtrong, that made him 
ſay, 1 will he dom ne and ſleepe, 1 will not feare thong h Plal. 3: 
ten thouſand riſe up againſt me: thoſe were flrong and 
flrange ioyes chat ſupported Dauid in all his feares, 
and made him ſay, In the multitude of my thoughts, pg 
thy comforts glad my ſoule : Thoſe ſtrongthat trium- 
phe over, rackings, Bs ſcourgings, &c. as 
+, 2 | in 


9419. 


[3 


— 


. 


Pres 8 
in the eleyenth to the Hebrewes, 
— ſ e e comer 
Becauſe ioyes of thes 
rit, derived immediately from the one = 
things be pureſt and ſtrongeſt there. 
3 Be cauſe ſpi piricoall, for as ſpirits are more ac- 
werloll then bodies, {o ſpirituall things 
ly and naturall. 
= Theſe ioyes are moſt certaine and durable, 
theſe overcome and out- liue all croſſes, and all o- 
ther comforts. | 
4. They are al- ſufficient, and borrow no helpe 
from — ebrsry gone eee ve, toftru- 
ments, and by meancs cannot ſupport with- 
out meate, ſtrengthen ary bm lleepe, giue ſleepe 
without warmth, nor warmch without a bed, &c. 
But God can beyond meanes, without means,work 
_ TT in the darke, line in death. 
Qaefe. But what be thele comforts of God? 


Anf. Precious ziſes God in due 
e and home 4 a which re- 


vive the ſpirits more then any balmeʒand theſe pro- 
miſes come thicke vpon Peter now: He thinketh, 


hath not God ſaid; that the fg bing of iſomers comes 
to lim, that bebottlesvy ol our teares, mw we ſboul a 


caſt aur care vpon lum, and he will Un vt, that in 


* 
* 
- 
4 „ 


Ax and ſeven troubles, they fall not come neare we, that 


r & did not I heare 


, Bleſſed that ted 
— apr goers hou De nd ral 
ke downe and ſlerpe, and therefore Twill doe ſotoo. 


2. Strengthening graces, God poures the ſpirit 


of 


FC j * 
142840 
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of faith, patience, power, courage, into his, in due 
time; and they raiſe the heart, as wine the fainting 
ſpiritsz every ſaving grace is healing, is ſtrengthe- 
nin 
© . experience oſ Gods care and provi- 

dencc; and a childe never ſees the loue of his mo- 
® ther ſo much as when he is ficke, fo Gods chil- 
dren, &c. 

Now that makes them plucke vp their feere with 
Jacob, and lay with Paul, 1 know whom / hane truſted ; 
and with the Church, Thow wilt guide vs to death; 
and alter (as David addes) receiue to glory. 

4. Speciall peace of conſcience, and ioy of the 
holy Ghoſt, by new expreſſions of Gods ſauour, and 
raviſhments of hcaven:then God opens heaven, and 

3 their lite and crowne, and ſo are carried o- 
ver | 
Queſt, When doth God thus comfort his? 3- Q.When, 
. When they moſt need it, as then the mo- 
ther brings out her preſerues, when the childe is 
ſicke : firit, when they be moſt humbled and emptie 
of themſeluesʒ therefore after greateſt humiliations 
come greateſt conſolations, as David, Abraham, and 
others ever found. | 1 
2. But ſpecially in the day of yl and perſe- 4 
cution, the more the Devill bcftirres him, the more E 
God beſtirres him: thus the ſweeteſt nights that e- | 7 
ver Jacob ſpent were in the field, and ſo for Perrr; Gen 28. 20 4 
and when had David thoſe large affections to riſe N v. 
at midnight, when was the Word ſo fwcete, but 8 
when his troubles were bitter? 
The Vie is double, 1, get theſe comforts, we ged Va 


C - 44 
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Dan, 5. 


Rey. 2. 10. 


1 Cor. 1. 


"Mm 
A 
06. 

Awf. 
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aqua vite ready againitqualmes;Bezoar-ſiane, and 


cordials againſt cs: but the cordials that helpe all, 
is the holy Ghoſt, the Comſorter; Art is blind, and 
often poſed; Nature weake, and often foyled; (like 
a bow that muſt not be drawne beyond compaſſe) 


get this, and you may ſleepe in a dungeon, live in 


l 


— 
* 


onely grace and ſpirituall comfort is invincible: 


the darke, want all, and yet haue all ; want chele, | 


and a flea may breake your ſleepe ; and a hand- vri - 


ting daſh your mirth in the midſt of all friends. 
2. Let ſuch as haue ſpirituall hearts thus affec- 


ted, ſtay themſelues here; feare not povertie, there 


be comforts beyond the paine of famine; feare not 


ſickneſſe, there be comforts beyond all fits of ſick· 


neſſe : feare not death, feare not chaines, ſeare not 


any thing that you can or ſhall ſuffer : Not any 
to bur- 


thing? Why, a man is ſubiect to rackin 
ning, & c. yet feare not, and why ? the Lord hath 
comfort in all, and aboue all tribulations: when he 


cals a Saui to a crowne, he makes him another man: 
ſo when he cals a man to a chaine, Peter is not the 
man in priſon he was out of priſon; at the firſt he 
was feareſull of a wenches word, after he was wil- 


ling, yet flcſh hung backe, John the laſt Chapter, 


AR 5.19413 vetſ. 18. But when put vpon it, heare his voyce, ſee 
his face; he can be as quiet, as comfortable, as well 


in priſon as ever. 


Ob. Oh but ! — 4 afraid of words? 


An}. So was Peter at 
Ob. Oh but, ſaith our Saviour, beware of men · 
Anſ. No man fo malicious as God is merciful]; 
ſo perilous as God iis pititull. Oh but ſay we liued 
| where 
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where we ſhould lie in cold irons, in the darke, bee 
halſe pined, ſtarved: who can beare theſe? Peter 
can, any can, when God cals them to it. 
O but ſay we were put tothe ſiery tryall, flames 
are intolerable and mercileſſe. O but fſames are in 
Gods hands, Daniel 3. Chapter: againe, Martyrs 
haue had more comfort there, then in all their lives 
before. Oh but ſome of them haue cryed out of 
paines: And doc not men ſo who die in their beds 
too? but God hath borne them through theſe, and 
made them amends. a 
O get then inward ſtrength, andthat will over- 
come all feares, all torments; conclude wee with 
that good Martyr, if God callever any of his to a- 5 
ny ſuch, ſufferings, hee will either weaken the | 
flame orfirengthen their faith ; hee hath promiſed 
(chat, which let vs live and die in; to wit) that he 
will not tempt beyond ſtrength : And hee & able to 
doe exceeding abonndantly abaue all that wee cum ſpeake , C 10. 
or thinke. | 12 
Aſſure your ſelues, the ſeare of perſecution is 
more then perſecution it ſelſe; therefore I ſpeake 
to your ſeares, ſor there is none (through Gods 
mercie) with vs Iam fyreto bee felt (Ithinke) to 
bee feared. | 
The ſamenight, cc. That the Lord doth often 1, 3. 
hold his people long in ſuſpence, for thoſe things 25 
- which hee meanes to giue them; hee is to our (ce- 
ming ſlow, but ſure; ſure, but flow ; thus hee was 
2s good as his word to Abraham, hee gaue him a 
gh ſonne, but hee held him off to the laſt houre; hee 
kept touch with his poſterity, brought them out of 


Egypt 


__.- Peters 
Egypt, but he deferred it till tho laſt day; his bond 
was almoſt forfeited, yet he paid it before the Sun- 
ſer, Exod. 12. 19,41. Thus /eſenb was long in pri- 
nal. 10 f. ic. ſon, yet at the appointed time brought forth z and 
1/rael long in captiuity, prayers were made, and yet 
Dang, Danieli could heare no anſwere till night was vpon 
him ; Jacob wreſtles till day, & c. ſo alio the woman 
of Canaan, Matt. 15. and the Church heere: in all 
which places wee ſee, that God is mindfull of his 
day. 2. That hee deferres ſometime till che laſt 
houre be running. bg 
The teaſon of this delay is manifold. 1, God 
would turne our eyes backward, and make vs ſay; 
O it is iuſt God ſhould deferre me, I haue deferred 
him; hee called and Iwould not heare; prayed me 
againe, againe, and againe, and I would not an- 
ſwer ; therefore it is cquall I ſhould call and ery, 
nr 10 th 's for 
2. would ſharpen our prayers 
the preſent, therefore hee ſeemes deafe, becauſe we 
ſhould ſpeake out; therfore ſlow, becauſe we ſhould 
be carneſt; thus Daniel in it : God deferres 
him, this is ( ſaith hee) but to try me, therefore he 
ſpits vpon his hands, and takes better hold; O Lord 
iue, ſaith hee, O Lord —_— Lord open,and 
poures ſo many petitions, and arguments vpon 
God, that rs — reſiſtance; hi ſacob, he ſees 
the day comming vpon him,and he had made no- 
thing of it all — nd thereforenow he ſets to it, 
Gee, ſaith hee, 7 will not let thee ger without a bleſ- 
| 33 
| ah, Hereby hee prepares vs for the future recei- | 
ung 


a” 
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ving of his comforts ; thus he humbles vs, thus he 
enlargerh vs, thus firs vs for thankfulneſſe, the more 
bleflings coſt vs, thg better we will priſe them, and 

T1 7 prayſe God for them: addetothis,thattheſe repul- . 
j les drive vs to further ſearches, as the 1ſraclites at 1 


Ai, and Gibeab. 
Doth the Lord thus long deferre ſometime his Ye 1. 
intended comforts and anſwers? Let's know the 
courſes of his providence, and waitvpon him : be- 
hold the hysbandman waits; when he hath ſowne 
his ſecede, he doth not looke to reape and ſow all 
in a day, his Corne is firſt buried, yea it dies, yea it 
growes downeward, before it comes vpward, and 
when it is vp, receiues many a ſnib and checke, yet 
he waites ? And why ? becauſe he hath experi- 
ence. : ſomuſt wee, when - haue _ our ſeed; 
ſay we our prayers, ſay to our ſeeming the 
as — 94 grow Coins, backward, hy al 
things ſeeme to be worſe after prayer with vs then 
before, yet waite ; why, we haue experience of our 
owꝛne and other mens ſucceſſe, never did men 
ſow this ſeed, but they had a croppe, though a late 
harveſt, yet a harveſt, 
ob. Oh but I haue prayed exceeding long. 

Anſ. How long ? /ſaack prayed twentie yeares 
for achilde, before he ſped, Abraham thirtic;before 
he ſped; Abrahams poſteritie were foure hundred 
yearcs in captivitie, before they were delivered; the 
Church thirſted for Chriſt,one thouſand, tuo thou- 
ſand, ihree thouſand yeares, before they had him: 
How many thouſands, hundreds, ſcores of yeares, 
haſtthou waited ? 2 5 


18 
0b, 


A. 


Ob. 


A5. 


the more I pray againſt povertie, the poorer I am; 


never ſay it is too late to pray: if Peter he out 


FA eters Enlargement. 
Ob. O but J haue trycd all my friends, vſed all 
meanes, prayed my ſelſe, and got others to ſpeake 


too, and yet no helpe? * 


Anſ. And might not Peter ſay as much ? not a 
Chrittian in leruſalem, but had (ſpoken, and ſpo- 
ken often, and yet he ſlickes. | | 

Ob. O but matters with me are worſe and worſe, 


the more I pray for patience, the worſe I am; the 
more I pray for faith, the leſſe I haue; the more I 
pray again(t paſſions and temptations, the more 
they flic in my face. | 

Anſ. Is not this as we ſayd, that the corne muſt 


=» goe backeward, before it come forward; was it not 


lo with Abraham and Sarah, the longer th ed 
the elder they waxed, and ſo eee 
Ob. O but my ſin nes grow ſtronger by prayer. 
An. Not ſo, thou feeleſt it more then before; it 
is nor becauſe ſinne is ſtronger, but thou ſounder; 
againe, theſe motions of ſinne, be not motions of 
life, but ſymptoms of death; as the fowle ſtruggles, 
and ſprunts moſt when the head is off: the panges 
of death be now vpon thy luſts, take comfort. 
Ob. O but now your comforts come too late, the 
ray no more, as to 


date is out for me. 
Anſ. Why ? hath God ſayd P 

leremie, hath he ſtopt thy mouth? ſo long as God 

faith, pray; ſo long as the ſpirit within thee ſaith, 

pray; ſo long as Gods people haue hearts to pray; 


midnight, or by day- breałe, it is as well as if he had 
beene out a moneth before, 12 b 
0. 
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ob. O but delaycs breakes the heart. 0. 
Anſ. But note the end of delayes, they are never An 
to deny or ſruſtrate, hut to fit, and to quicken: make 
theſe vſes of delayes, and then if thy ſute be not ho- 
neſt, never begin it; if it be, never leaue it: learne 
of husbandmen, when they pull downe a tree, or 
lift at ſome blocke, if they cannot ſtitre it, they call 
ia helpe, if it come not at the firſt pull, they pull 
againe, if not then, ha, againe; if not then, ha, once 
more; at laſt they feele it comming, and then it 
comes amaine : learne of E/#ah, hee prayed for i Kin. 18.43: 
raine, having prayed lookes about him, nothing 
comes; he prayed againe, nothing comes; hee 
prayed againe, nothing comes; at length, O Ma- 
tter (faith his ſervant) I ſee a cloud, but it is but lit- 
tle; Is it a cloud: then once more to it, and by 
and by the hcavens were masked with cloudes : 
learne of theſe men, Peter ſlickes in the dungeon, 
one lifts, he cannot ſtirre him; try you (faith he) 
to a ſecond, to a third, try a fourth, a fit; at length 
heaven ſtirres, the chaines ſtirre, and Peter comes in 
amongſt them: learne of Chriſt himſelſe; the 
widdow dealt with a Iudge, not a Father; a bad Luke 18. 
Iudge, ſhee was alone, a ſimple Orator, yet ſhe pre- 
vailes: learne of beggers, they haue no command, 
no promiſe, no acquaintance, no Art; and yet will 
ſtand it out; the maſter chides, the begger ſtands 
it out; the dame chides, he ſtands ſtill; the ſer- 
vants come, and ſay they dare not ſerue him; the 
children ſay we muſt not, and yet he will not away. 
O Lord, helpe our faith, how weake be we, it ha- 


ving precept, promiſe, kindred, Gods ſervants, 
D 2 Gods 


Uſe 1. 
Pal. 37 · 
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Gods Sonne on our ſides, we will be ue witha 
delay: well (as I ſaid) ſo long as a night, an houre, 
a minute, is left, pray; one night may compaſſe 
that which an hundred before could not. 
It followeth, 4» Angell, &. i 
The Lord hath ever meanes at hand for his (er: 
vants ; comfort and deliverance, if ſet on worke 
well might Peter ſay, The Lord knoweth how to deliuer 
bis, &c. He is never at a ſtand, if they know how 
to pray, he knoweth how to comfort. 
a himſelfe he is al- ſufficient, infigice in wiſe. 
dome, to invent meanes; in power, to act them; 
and if need be, to create more. 
2. He is the Lord of Hoaſts, the Lord of every 


creature; if our worke lie in the Seas, he is Lord 


of the Seas; if on the Land, he is Lord there ; if 
in Priſon he beareth the keycs of every Gaole 3 if 
beavens can helpe vs, he commandsthemzif winds, 
if beaſts, if friends, if rangers, if ſors, if Angels; 
the Lord hath the command of all perſons, things, 
and places. | 

For comfort, roule thy ſelſe vpon God, caſt thy 
care vpon him, he will bring it to paſſe; is thy bur- 
den, povertie? caſt it ypon him, and he will helpe it; 
is it — feare, ſorrow, What ſocver it be, he can 
beare it, and diſcharge thee? 


This Sermon Oh but! lee no meanes, I owe ſo much 3 ſo.ma- 
was made in ny in my familie, and no meanes. 


the depth of 


thedearth, 


This is as if they ſhould haue ſaid, If we had a 
friend in the Court, to moue Herod; if a friend in 
the Watch, to bribe him; if in the priſon, to fee 
him; then ſomething might be done, but now all 

meancs 


—— 
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meanes faile vs. No, no: God hath meanes be- 


yond our fight, if men cannot doe it, Angels can 
and ſhall: and if no man will pay the Widdowes 


24 


debt, God will: if no body elſe will feede Eliab, the 2 King. 4. 


Ravens ſhall: what doe wee talke of meanes 2 all 


meanes are ſhut vp in God. | 
ob. O but my caſe is deſperate, it is not poſſible 
to helpe me. 


06, 


Anſ. Now we ſhall haue a tale of impoſſibilities: Av: 


And why nor poſſible ſhall any thing be impoſſi- Zach. 8. 6, 


ble to God ? 


0b. O but there be an hundred blockes in my 06. 


way. 
Anſ. But what is in his way, that makes his way 


Au. 


through the ſeas, ſtones, wood, iron, & c? goe to the £3.43: 10. 


priſon, there is a blocke, a guard; paſſe that guard, 


there is a blocke, a doore; paſſe the doore, there 


is another, a chaine; paſſe the chaine, there is a- 
nother, an iron gate. O but hat of this, if they 
can breake through all hinderances of vnbelieſe, 
diſcouragements to prayer: God will breake tho- 
row theſe and a thouſand more, to their com- 
fort. O but God workes no wonders now. No? 


Marke our 
Saviours cal - 


his Name is wonderfull ſtill; his power as great as jedion from 
ever, his wiſedome as deepe as ever, his promiſes as Manna to 


good, his loue as much to his as ever, our need as 


cad, 


Mat. 4. 


much, our intereſt as good, our Saviour as good; Deut. 8. 3. 
all things ſtand as before: if wee can vſe former 4. 9.6. 


meanes, we ſhall finde former ſucceſle, and God 
will doe abundantly aboue all that we can ſpeake 


or thinke: wee haue the Lords promiſe ſor this, 


Epheſians 3. 20, and Eſay 42. 16. Iwill make dar łe 
D3 light, 


1Z04UD 
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| light, and AN ftraight: wee haue had our 
owne experience, let any man that hath had any 
acquaintance with God and this holy dutie, tell me 
when prayers were not ſucceſ-full ; when didſt thou 
ever ſpeake to thy heavenly Father, but he did au- 3 
{were thee wich lome eaſe, ſome comfort ? When 
didſt thou ever pray, but thy heart was thereby 
( ſomewhar lightened? and iſ thou canſt not but lay 
Pal, 139 3. With David, in the ſame day I asked, I was thus far 
anſwered, That my heart was /{rengthened, P/.139.3. 
doe not faile to conclude with David, Though / 
walke in the midſt of troubles, yet (vpon prayer) 1 Hall 
be revived, 7. and Cod will perfect bis mercie? in me 
fer ever, 8. 
Thus wee haue diſpatcht ſome meditations: 
more we haue, but they muſt be onely named; as 
1. Herod would, but could not bring forth Peter, 
to tryall and execution: men be but men, and muſt 
doc as they may; for what they would doe againſt 
the Church, nor they, nor all the Divells in hell 
can doe. 
2. The Lord can giue ſleepe and peace in any 
place, at any time, in any company. Fat 
3. Gods beſt ſervants and meſſengers, are 
times yoaked with vileſt offenders, &c. 
4+ Gods beſt creatures are the Churches ſer- 
vants : Angels. 7 
J. Laſtly, the Lord can quickly ſhake his out of 
cir chaines, rags, feares, fetters, &c, But What doe 
meane thus to exceede: Brethren I would faine 
haue you more thirſtie of your time, doe you not 
waſte it (as others doe) in idle impertinencies, 
| eve much 
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. Peters Enlargement. 
much leſſe in ſurveying States and Kingdomes; It 
is not for vs to fit vpon Crownes and thrones, and 
to turne Stateſmen; it is for vs to be thankefull 
where God bleſſes, and to be prayerfull when the 
Church labours; to this end I haue ſayd thus 
much; to perſwade you to the practice of 
what you know, now your turne fol 
lows, lets ſee what will be done, 
and how well you will im- 
prove time, in ſpea- 
king to God; ra- 
ther then to, 
or of men. 
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